THE CRIMINAL TRIBES.                   213
radical change. Under the management of an Indian
Officer, the land itself had been brought into perfect
cultivation by the sinking of wells, with the addition of an
oil engine and pumping plant. The industries had also
been extended, and during the war the women were engaged
in making uniforms for the Military Department, The
whole Settlement became a hive of industry.
One of the most picturesque of our settlements in the
United Provinces, is the one which is located at Najibabad
in an old Mahommedan Fortress. Here the more dangerous
classes of tribesmen had been sent, as the high thick walls
gave a better chance of controlling their movements. The
settlers are supported mostly by industry, though some crops
are also grown on the forty acres of land inside the waifs.
The bad past of these settlers made them always fear
that the police would use the settlement as a trap to catch
them.
On one occasion the police had succeeded in capturing
an outside tribesman who had eluded them. The evidence
of one of our settlers was required. He agreed to attend
the Court, and paid the penalty with his life. On the way
he was attacked by other membeis of the gang, hacked to
pieces and cast into a well.
Another of our settlers, who knew the facts, refused to
give evidence, and was therefore sentenced to several
years' imprisonment, preferring this to the probability
that he would share the fate of the first witness.
It can readily be imagined how difficult is the work
of reforming such characters. While Government is
willing as far as possible to allow bygones to be bygones,
it is impossible for them to altogether ignore the more
serious crimes of the past. However, time serves to
obliterate many of these blood-stained footprints in its
sands, and as individuals give obvious evidence of their
reformation they are passed on to other settlements where
the restrictions are less rigid.
It will be readily understood that the action of Govern-
ment in asking The Salvation Army to undertake the
reformation of these Tribes exposed them to considerable
criticism from some Indian members of the Local Govern-
ment. Referring to this in a meeting at the Royal Society